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Message from the President 
 

 

Dear OHBTC Members: 
We had our monthly meeting on May 9th on Zoom (the 
second Monday @ 7pm). This is to be our regular 
meeting time going forward (unless it isn’t), and all 
members are invited to attend.  
 
Spring has finally arrived, and our ride schedule is 
beginning to grow. Barb H has been busy encouraging 
the different class ride leaders to list rides. The board 
members have also been active in doing the work 
necessary to make our future group rides a success. 

It is great to see Steve P back to leading rides on his new Ebike. Jackie and I were on his 
Nanjemoy ride recently with our Ebikes. Ebikes are becoming popular with those of us who 
are past our prime enabling us to continue enjoying bicycle riding and the great outdoors.  
 
Since we have more space in our new larger storage unit, we have several bicycles that were 
donated to our club. If you need to borrow (either short term or long term) a bike (for 
example, a visitor comes to town and wants to go riding), our storage unit is only two miles 
from the IHRT Livingston Road parking lot. Let me know. 
 
See you down the road or on the trail.  
Pres. Rabbi Randy  

 

Oxon Hill Bike and Trail Club Board Meeting Minutes (5/2/22) 
Date/Time May 2, 2022 

Attendance Jessica Hirschhorn, Joan Oppel, Jim Hudnall, Jane Hudnall, Randy Schoch, Jackie 
Schoch, Steve Palincsar, Walt Roscello, Ellen Goodwin, Barbara Haney, Diane Harris 
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A special board meeting was called to discuss the Patuxent Rural Legacy Ride, June 11, 2022 

1) How many riders?  
After discussion, a decision was reached to limit the number of riders to 200 (club members only). 

2) Are ride leaders needed?  
No. This will be a “show and go” event. However, riders must check in before starting their ride. 

3) Budget for this event:  
$400.00 has already been spent to reserve the pavilion at Patuxent Park. Approximately $300.00 will 

be needed for energy bars to be given out at the start location, ice and water for rest stops. A brief 

review of what is available at each rest stop:   

• Merkle Wildlife Sanctuary - has a water source and port-o-johns, bathrooms 

• Magruder’s Landing – no water, has bathrooms 

• Cedar Haven (Eagle Harbor) – no water, has port-o-johns 

• Baden Community Center – has water and bathrooms 

4) Volunteers:  
• Joan Oppel is the volunteer coordinator.  

• Joan and Jessica will post the ride on the website. 

• Joan and Steve will be responsible for the routes. 

• We need four volunteers for parking. Barbara will check with the AA riders to see if they are           

willing to manage the parking.  

• Four people are needed for checking people in. 

• Eight people are needed for the rest stops (two for each location). 

5) Other items: 
•  There is a lock on the gate leading to Patuxent Park. The combination for this will be noted in 

the contract to reserve the pavilion. 

•  There needs to be a number to call in case of emergency/issues/problems. 

•  Should there be turn markings for the routes? If so, markings vs signs? To be decided later. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Diane Harris 

 

Oxon Hill Bike and Trail Club Board Meeting Minutes (5/9/22) 
Date/Time May 9, 2022 7 PM 

Attendance Joan Oppel, Ellen Goodwin, Nancy Avitabile, Leslie Tierstein, Jessica Hirschhorn, 
Randy and Jackie Schoch, Jane and Jim Hudnall, Walt Roscello 

 

Past Meeting Minutes 

The board reviewed meeting minutes from 4/18 and 4/27.  On a motion to approve the minutes, both 
minutes were approved.   

Jane noted that the minutes can be approved by vote through email and sent to Leslie Tierstein so they 
are approved quickly and can appear in the newsletter timely.   
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Treasurer’s Report – Nancy Avitabile   

Nancy Avitabile previously sent out a treasurer’s report to the board from the period January through 
March of 2022.  The club’s balance sheet for this year currently shows expenses greater than income. A 
one-time expense of the annual insurance premium skews the balance sheet. Nancy reported that the 
club is still financially healthy considering these expenses.  A motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s 
Report.  The Board voted to accept the Treasurer’s Report.   

Other club expenses – Due to a significant price increase, the board agreed to change locations for the 
storage locker to a cheaper facility (due to the location being in a more remote area). The board also 
decided to purchase its own Zoom account to hold virtual meetings.  

Road Captain Report -  Barb Haney 

The May Metric is scheduled for next Saturday.  The rain date is next Sunday.  Weather is looking iffy 
and we may need to use the rain date.  Janell is checking on parking availability for the rain date.  We 
don’t have an A ride leader for the May Metric which means the A riders might be on their own or could 
appoint their own leader.   

Rural Legacy Ride planning is underway under the leadership of Jessica Hirschhorn.  Barb is working on 
getting people to help with parking at the ride.  There have been a few emails asking why the ride will be 
limited to club members only.  The Board discussed briefly and generally supported keeping the Rural 
Legacy Ride open to members only at this point with the hope that this inspires more memberships.   

Start the Season Right Ride had about 63 riders and all went well.  No mishaps or accidents were 
reported.   

The Watermelon Ride will start this year from Accokeek Park so we will use the routes from that starting 
point.  

Joan opened a discussion of whether to open the rides to more than 20 people per ride. The board 
asked Jim H. to remove the current limit of 20 people per ride.  The board members supported removing 
the 20-rider limit from ordinary club rides.  The board also discussed whether to retain the check boxes 
on the website regarding COVID 19 vaccinations and status for purposes of registering for a ride.  This 
was discussed with no resolution reached.   

Advocacy Report - Walt Roscello 

A small group is going to meet with Democratic candidate for Maryland governor, Peter Frankchot, near 
the Nice Bridge. He says he supports preserving the existing bridge.   

Walt knows a person who wants to form a WABA-type organization for Maryland. This could be an 
advocacy focused organization in our area.  Walt is going to meet with him to share ideas. 

Rural Legacy Report – Jessica Hirschhorn 

Jessica reported that we are moving along with planning for the Rural Legacy Ride.  We have Joan 
helping with volunteers.  Steve Palincsar is closing in on the routes.  Jessica has a proposed budget of 
approximately $669 including water, Kind bars, and Gatorade gel which will be available at the start.  On 
a motion to approve the budget, the budget was approved. 

Membership Report – Joan Oppel 

Joan reported that currently there are 403 members. 

Next Meeting: June 23, 2022, 7:00 pm, via Zoom. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Ellen Goodwin  
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MOAB Skinny Tire Festival 
 by Jessica Hirschhorn 

In March, six friends and I cycled the trip of a lifetime. I cannot recommend it highly enough. Definitely 
put it on your To-Do list!  

LOVE spectacular scenery? Love big group road rides? Hate mountain biking? Then THIS ride is FOR YOU.  

The annual Skinny Tire Festival, in Moab, Utah, is four days of well-organized and well supported rides 
on the roads and National/State Parks of Moab.  

We had planned to do this ride in March of 2020. But, with our bags packed and at the top of the stairs, 
it was cancelled, due to, you know. The Pandemic.  

We finally rode our dream ride in May of 2022.  

We rented a condo in Moab and got our bikes there in various ways: 

• 1 rented a bike (and loved it so much she ended up buying it!) 

• 1 packed and carried as extra luggage 

• 1 packed herself and shipped via UPS 

• 4 shipped BikeFlights through LBS 

Moab is a mountain biking town, so we were lucky to find a fabulous bike shop, Chile Pepper Bike Shop, 
with a mechanic who specialized in road bikes.  

We arrived a couple of days early to acclimate to the modest elevation (4300’) and do some hiking.  

The rides varied from flattish 30 miles along the gorgeous Colorado River (flanked by enormous red 
cliffs) to big climbs 40-60 miles. We all tried to do some hill training before the ride. The climbs were 
long (one was five miles) but not steep. There were a few areas of 8% grade but most 5-7% climbs. And 
the DOWNHILLS!  

The weather was quite cool in the mornings to start, always warming up by 11-noon to 50s or higher, 
with a deep blue sky. We were glad we threw in our winter layers.  

Moab is a nice town with good restaurants. The hikes are also spectacular (and probably the best way to 
see many of the natural arches) so pack your hiking boots and poles as well.  

The 2023 Festival will be March 11-14, 2023. Here’s the link for more information and to register:  

https://www.skinnytireevents.com/skinnytirefestival 

Any questions? Feel free to contact me.  

Jessica Hirschhorn, OHBTC Board Member  
hirhoward@yahoo.com 

https://www.skinnytireevents.com/skinnytirefestival
https://www.skinnytireevents.com/skinnytirefestival
mailto:hirhoward@yahoo.com
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In Memoriam – Tom Roberson 
by Joan Oppel 

With a great deal of sadness I'm writing this message to let you know 
that Tom Roberson, a long-time member of Potomac Pedalers and the 
DC biking community as well as Oxon Hill Bike Club, passed away on 
Monday, May 23. Tom battled aggressive prostate cancer for many 
years but died peacefully in his sleep after a short final illness with his 
long-time partner, Patrice Coss, at his side. (Of course, they met 
because of the bike community.)  

Some of you may know Tom from the racing community in the 70s and 
80s. Tom retained his racing form on the bike long after he stopped 
actually racing. Plus he had a great sprint!   

Some of you may remember Tom from the wonderful rural rides he 
led for Potomac Pedalers, starting around 2007, 2008 and going on for 
several years. He lived in Fauquier County and had created a series of 
routes on the unpaved roads in the county (what we now call 
"gravel"). A lot of us were introduced to the hidden beauty of the area 
by Tom. He also knew a good bit about the history of the area so rides 
often included a mini lecture by Tom.  

Plans for a memorial service are in the works and I will send the 
information when available.  

 


